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Morning  Prayer – Easter 2, 2021                   
 
Zion Episcopal Church, Manchester VT 
April 11, 2021 

Prayer 

Hymn 193 (Tune: Puer nobis) 

1 That Easter day with joy was bright, 
the sun shone out with fairer light, 
when, to their longing eyes restored, 
the apostles saw their risen Lord. 

2 His risen flesh with radiance glowed; 
his wounded hands and feet he showed; 
those scars their solemn witness gave 
that Christ was risen from the grave. 

3 O Jesus, King of gentleness, 
do thou thyself our hearts possess 
that we may give thee all our days 
the willing tribute of our praise. 

5 All praise, O risen Lord, we give 
to thee, who, dead, again dost live; 
to God the Father equal praise, 
and God the Holy Ghost, we raise. 

You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be 
my witness in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth.    Acts 1:8 

Dearly beloved, we have come together in the presence of Almighty God our 
heavenly Father, to set forth his praise, to hear his holy Word, and to ask, for 
ourselves and on behalf of others, those things that are necessary for our life and 
our salvation. And so that we may prepare ourselves in heart and mind to worship 
him, let us be silent, and with penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, that we 
may obtain forgiveness by his infinite goodness and mercy. 
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Silence may be kept. 

Officiant and People together 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 
The Priest  

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 

Alleluia. The Lord is risen indeed: Come let us adore him. Alleluia. 

Officiant Lord, open our lips. 
People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Officiant and People 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as 
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. Alleluia! 
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Christ our Passover       
1 Corinthians 5:7-8; Romans 6:9-11; 1 Corinthians 15:20-22 

Alleluia. 
Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; * 
    therefore let us keep the feast, 
Not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, * 
    but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. Alleluia. 

Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; * 
    death no longer has dominion over him. 
The death that he died, he died to sin, once for all; * 
    but the life he lives, he lives to God. 
So also consider yourselves dead to sin, * 
    and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Alleluia. 

Christ has been raised from the dead, * 
    the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. 
For since by a man came death, * 
    by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. 
For as in Adam all die, * 
    so in Christ shall all be made alive. Alleluia. 

 

The first lesson 

Acts 4:32-35 

Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and 
no one claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they 
owned was held in common. With great power the apostles gave their 
testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them 
all. There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or 
houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. They laid it at 
the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need. 

The word of the Lord – Thanks be to God 
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The Psalm - Psalm 133 
1 Oh, how good and pleasant it is, * 

when brethren live together in unity! 
2 It is like fine oil upon the head * 

that runs down upon the beard, 
3 Upon the beard of Aaron, * 

and runs down upon the collar of his robe. 
4 It is like the dew of Hermon * 

that falls upon the hills of Zion. 
5 For there the LORD has ordained the blessing: * 

life for evermore. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

The second lesson - 1 John 1:1-2:2 
We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we 
have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, 
concerning the word of life-- this life was revealed, and we have seen it and 
testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was 
revealed to us-- we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you 
also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father 
and with his Son Jesus Christ. We are writing these things so that our joy may 
be complete. 
 
This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is 
light and in him there is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship 
with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; 
but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with 
one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say 
that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we 
confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a 
liar, and his word is not in us. 
 
My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. 
But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous; and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but 
also for the sins of the whole world. 

The word of the Lord – Thanks be to God 
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The Song of Moses             Exodus 15:1-6, 11-13, 17-18 
I will sing to the Lord, for he is lofty and uplifted; * 
    the horse and its rider has he hurled into the sea. 
 
The Lord is my strength and my refuge; * 
    the Lord has become my Savior. 
 
This is my God and I will praise him, * 
    the God of my people and I will exalt him. 
 
The Lord is a mighty warrior; * 
    Yahweh is his Name. 
 
The chariots of Pharaoh and his army has he hurled into the sea; * 
    the finest of those who bear armor have been drowned in the Red Sea. 
 
The fathomless deep has overwhelmed them; * 
    they sank into the depths like a stone. 
 
Your right hand, O Lord, is glorious in might; * 
    your right hand, O Lord, has overthrown the enemy. 
 
Who can be compared with you, O Lord, among the gods? * 
    who is like you, glorious in holiness, awesome in renown and worker of wonders? 
 
You stretched forth your right hand; * 
    the earth swallowed them up. 
 
With your constant love you led the people you redeemed; * 
    with your might you brought them in safety to your holy dwelling. 
 
You will bring them in and plant them * 
    on the mount of your possession, 
 
The resting-place you have made for yourself, O Lord, * 
    the sanctuary, O Lord, that your hand has established. 
 
The Lord shall reign * 
    forever and forever. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
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The Gospel lesson 

John 20:19-31 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of 
the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus 
came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." After he said this, 
he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they 
saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has 
sent me, so I send you." When he had said this, he breathed on them and said 
to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are 
forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained." 
 
But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them 
when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord."  
 
But he said to them, "Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put 
my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe." 
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
"Peace be with you." Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and see 
my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but 
believe." Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my God!" Jesus said to him, 
"Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have 
not seen and yet have come to believe." 
 
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not 
written in this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that 
Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have 
life in his name. 

The Gospel of the Lord – Praise be to you Lord Christ. 
 
 
 
Sermon – Fr. Ian 
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The Apostles' Creed 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth; 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Hymn 209 (Tune: St. Botolph) 
 
1 We walk by faith, and not by sight; 
   no gracious words we hear from him 
   who spoke as none e’er spoke; 
   but we believe him near. 
 
2 We may not touch his hands and side, 
   nor follow where he trod; 
   but in his promise we rejoice; 
   and cry, “My Lord and God!” 
 
The prayers: 

 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Let us pray. 
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Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy Name, 
     thy kingdom come, 
     thy will be done, 
         on earth as it is in heaven. 
 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those 
         who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
 
For thine is the kingdom, 
     and the power, and the glory, 
     for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
V.    Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
R.    And grant us your salvation. 
V.    Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
R.    Let your people sing with joy. 
V.    Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R.    For only in you can we live in safety.  
V.    Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
R.    And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
V.    Let your way be known upon earth; 
R.    Your saving health among all nations. 
V.    Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
R.    Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
V.    Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R.    And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.  
 
The Collect for the second Sunday of Easter 
 
Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the 
new covenant of reconciliation: Grant that all who have been reborn into the 
fellowship of Christ's Body may show forth in their lives what they profess by 
their faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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A Collect for Sundays 
 
O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of 
the glorious resurrection of your Son our Lord: Give us this 
day such blessing through our worship of you, that the week 
to come may be spent in your favor; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
A Collect for Guidance 
 
Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our 
being: We humbly pray you so to guide and govern us by 
your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our 
life we may not forget you, but may remember that we are 
ever walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
A Collect for the Church 
 
Almighty and everlasting God, from whom cometh every 
good and perfect gift: Send down upon our bishops, and 
other clergy, and upon the congregations committed to their 
charge, the healthful Spirit of thy grace; and, that they may 
truly please thee, pour upon them the continual dew of thy 
blessing.  Grant this, O Lord, for the honor of our Advocate 
and Mediator, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 
A prayer for our nation and its leaders 
 
O Lord our Governor, whose glory is in all the world: We 
commend this nation to your merciful care, that, being guided 
by your Providence, we may dwell secure in your peace. Grant 
to the President of the United States, the Governor of this 
State, and to all in authority, wisdom and strength to know and to 
do your will. Fill them with the love of truth and righteousness,  and make 
them ever mindful of their calling to serve this people in your fear; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, world without end. Amen. 
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A Prayer for mission 
 
O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the 
earth, and sent your blessed Son to preach peace to those 
who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that people 
everywhere may seek after you and find you; bring the 
nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all flesh; 
and hasten the coming of your kingdom; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The General Thanksgiving 
 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up ourselves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 
 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and 
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. 
Amen.    2 Corinthians 13:14 
 
Let us bless the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn 191 (Tune: Lux eoi) 
 
1 Alleluia, alleluia! 
Hearts and voices heavenward raise: 
sing to God a hymn of gladness, 
sing to God a hymn of praise. 
He, who on the cross a victim, 
for the world’s salvation bled, 
Jesus Christ, the King of Glory, 
now is risen from the dead. 
 
5 Alleluia, alleluia! 
Glory be to God on high; 
Alleluia! to the Savior, 
who has won the victory; 
Alleluia! to the Spirit, 
fount of love and sanctity; 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
to the Triune Majesty. 
 
The service ends here for those participating in Facebook Live 
 
The thanksgivings and petitions of the Zion community follow: 
Please contribute your prayers and thanksgivings so that we may share them together. 
 
Parish prayer list: 
We pray for all who grieve.  
 
We pray for those who have lost family and friends to Covid-19, and we pray for 
healing for those currently ill with the virus. We give thanks for the vaccines and 
pray that they may be available to all very soon.  
 
We pray for healing for John Mitchell, Polly Montgomery, recovering from back 
surgery, Anika, Clint, Betty Goff, Bob Treat, Kevin & Sharon Beattie, Robin, Ray 
Hastings, Michael Hastings, Christine Murphy, Sue Bamford, Karl Soderberg, 
Paxton, Levi & Freddie, Chris Powers, Cynthia & Barry , Diane, Ben Nawrath, and 
all who need healing in mind, body, or spirit.  

We pray for the work of our Ministry Discernment Committee as they prepare for 
our new rector search. 
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Birthdays: Claiborne Kastner, Rebecca Robinson, Jacqueline Bell-Sargood, 
Michael Moran  
 
Anniversaries: none recorded this week. 
(If you know of any birthdays or anniversaries that we have missed, please email office@zionchurchmanchester.org 
with the update.) 

Anglican Cycle of Prayer: The Church of the Province of the Indian Ocean 
Diocesan Cycle of Prayer: St. Luke's Episcopal Mission, Fair Haven 
 
A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one 
accord to make our common supplication to you; and you 
have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two 
or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the 
midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions 
as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of 
your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 
 
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in 
believing through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
Romans 15:13 
 
The Blessing 
 
Announcements –  
 
- Forward Day-by-Day Now Available for May-June-July:  daily Bible readings, 
prayer and reflections booklets are now available for Curb-side Pick up at Zion. 
 
- Zion Fellowship Circle: If you know of a person in need of a contact, please let 
us know by email to: office@zionchurchmanchester.org or phone 802-362-1987 
and leave a message with your name and phone number.  
 
- Weekly Lessons - Bible study group: Thursdays at 7:00-8:00pm – first meeting 
was this past week and will be back on April 8th. Led by Pete Mull, the group will 
focus on discussing the lessons for the upcoming Sunday. Ideally participants will 
come prepared having read the Old Testament, Psalms, Epistle, and Gospel. If 
you're not able to pre-read, join us anyway for the discussion and fellowship.  Go 
to the website www.zionchurchmanchestr.org for the Zoom link and passcode as 
well as the link for readings. 
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- Zion Women’s Group: Every other Saturday morning from 8:30-9:30 a.m.—the 
next meeting is Saturday, April 17th. Virtual fellowship led by Stephen Minister 
Donna Ciulla via Zoom. Please join us! Go to website: 
www.zionchurchmanchester.org for the Zoom link and passcode.  
 
- Zion Men’s Group: Every other Saturday morning from 8:30-9:30 a.m. –next 
meeting is Saturday, April 24th. Virtual fellowship led by Stephen Minister Phil 
Ciulla via Zoom. Please join us! Go to the website www.zionchurchmanchestr.org 
for the Zoom link and passcode.  
 
- Zion will be hosting a Town Hall Meeting NEXT WEEK on Sunday, April 18th, 
following the 10am Prayer Service on Zoom. Team Leaders will be providing 
updates on what is happening in and around Zion.  Please see details on the 
website at this link: zion-town-hall-parish-update-april-18th-2021 
 
-  A message from the Bamfords: Sue and Joe Bamford continue their search for a full 
time, live-in person to help them with everyday care activities. If any members of the parish 
know of such a person, please call the Bamfords at 362 - 2144 or email  
 joebamford05251@gmail.com . 
 
- Thank you to everyone who participated in our drive-thru retirement celebration 
for Rose Perfect Lewis.  What a wonderful opportunity to acknowledge & honor Rose 
Perfect Lewis for her 24 years of service as Parish Administrator. If you were unable to 
participate, note cards are still available, addressed to Rose, for good wishes, thanks, and 
remembrances of her many years of service to our parishes & community.  
If you would like a note card, please email us at office@zionchurchmanchester.org with your 
mailing address OR pick-up at the curb-side table at Zion! 
 

- Sweet Success!  Thanks to everyone who participated in the Bake Sale – Emma 
and Marguerite joined forces to raise $200 for the Zion Community 
Service/Outreach Fund. 
 

- We thank all of you who have contributed to the mission and ministry of Zion 
Church through the offering of their time, talent, and treasure. Your continued 
monetary donations continue to help Zion fulfill our mission To Know Christ’s 
Love and to Share It.  
Checks may be mailed to: 

Zion Episcopal Church 
PO Box 717 
Manchester Center, VT 05255.  

Or donate on the Zion website: www.zionchurchmanchester.org  


