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Morning  Prayer - Second Sunday of Lent 2021  
 
Zion Episcopal Church, Manchester VT. 
February 28, 2021 
 
Prayer 
 
Hymn 401 (Tune: Leoni) 
 
1 The God of Abraham praise, 
who reigns enthroned above; 
Ancient of everlasting days, 
and God of love; 
the Lord, the great I AM, 
by earth and heaven confessed: 
we bow and bless the sacred Name 
forever blest. 
 
2 He by himself hath sworn: 
we on his oath depend; 
we shall, on eagles-wings upborne, 
to heaven ascend: 
we shall behold his face, 
we shall his power adore 
and sing the wonders of his grace 
for evermore. 
 
 
I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, 
"Father, I have sinned against heaven, and before you; I am 
no longer worthy to be called your son."    Luke 15:18, 19 
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Dearly beloved, we have come together in the presence of 
Almighty God our heavenly Father, to set forth his praise, to 
hear his holy Word, and to ask, for ourselves and on behalf 
of others, those things that are necessary for our life and our 
salvation. And so that we may prepare ourselves in heart and 
mind to worship him, let us be silent, and with 
penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, that we may 
obtain forgiveness by his infinite goodness and mercy. 
 
Silence may be kept. 
 
Officiant and People together 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
The Priest  
 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 
 
The Lord is full of compassion and mercy: Come let us 
adore him. 
 
Officiant Lord, open our lips.  
People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.  
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Officiant and People 
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as 
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Venite 
   

Come, let us sing to the LORD; * 
    let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation. 

 
   
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving * 
    and raise a loud shout to him with psalms. 

 
   
For the LORD is a great God, * 
    and a great King above all gods. 

 
   
In his hand are the caverns of the earth, * 
    and the heights of the hills are his also. 

 
   
The sea is his, for he made it, * 
    and his hands have molded the dry land. 

  
   Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, * 
    and kneel before the LORD our Maker. 

 
   
For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. * 
    Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 

 
   
Harden not your hearts, as your forebears did in the wilderness, * 
    at Meribah, and on that day at Massah, when they tempted me. 

 
   
They put me to the test, * 
    though they had seen my works. 

 
   
Forty years long I detested that generation and said, * 
    "This people are wayward in their hearts; they do not know my ways." 

 
   
So I swore in my wrath, * 
    "They shall not enter into my rest." 
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Old Testament lesson 
 
Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 
When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram, and 
said to him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. And I 
will make my covenant between me and you, and will make you exceedingly 
numerous.” Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, “As for me, this 
is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 
No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I 
have made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. I will make you 
exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come 
from you. I will establish my covenant between me and you, and your 
offspring after you throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to 
be God to you and to your offspring after you. 
God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but 
Sarah shall be her name. I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by 
her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall 
come from her.” 
The word of the Lord – Thanks be to God 
 
The Psalm 
 
Psalm 22:22-30 

22 Praise the LORD, you that fear him; * 
stand in awe of him, O offspring of Israel; 
all you of Jacob's line, give glory. 

23 For he does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; 
neither does he hide his face from them; * 
but when they cry to him, he hears them. 

24 My praise is of him in the great assembly; * 
I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship him. 

25 The poor shall eat and be satisfied, 
and those who seek the LORD shall praise him: * 
"May your heart live forever!" 

26 All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD, * 
and all the families of the nations shall bow before him. 

27 For kingship belongs to the LORD; * 
he rules over the nations. 

28 To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; * 
all who go down to the dust fall before him. 
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29 My soul shall live for him; 
my descendants shall serve him; * 
they shall be known as the LORD’s forever. 

30 They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn * 
the saving deeds that he has done. 

 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as 
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 
The Epistle lesson 
 
Romans 4:13-25 
For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to 
his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. If it is 
the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is 
void. For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there 
violation. 
For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace 
and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law 
but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of 
us, as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”) —in the 
presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls 
into existence the things that do not exist. Hoping against hope, he believed 
that he would become “the father of many nations,” according to what was 
said, “So numerous shall your descendants be.” He did not weaken in faith 
when he considered his own body, which was already as good as dead (for he 
was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of 
Sarah’s womb. No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, 
but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, being fully convinced 
that God was able to do what he had promised. Therefore his faith “was 
reckoned to him as righteousness.” Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” 
were written not for his sake alone, but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us 
who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, who was handed 
over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our justification. 
The word of the Lord – Thanks be to God 
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The Second Song of Isaiah                  Isaiah 55:6-11 
 
Seek the Lord while he wills to be found; * 
    call upon him when he draws near. 
 
Let the wicked forsake their ways * 
    and the evil ones their thoughts; 
 
And let them turn to the Lord, and he will have compassion, * 
    and to our God, for he will richly pardon. 
 
For my thoughts are not your thoughts, * 
    nor your ways my ways, says the Lord. 
 
For as the heavens are higher than the earth, * 
    so are my ways higher than your ways, 
    and my thoughts than your thoughts 
 
For as rain and snow fall from the heavens * 
    and return not again, but water the earth, 
 
Bringing forth life and giving growth, * 
    seed for sowing and bread for eating, 
 
So is my word that goes forth from my mouth; * 
    it will not return to me empty; 
 
But it will accomplish that which I have purposed, * 
    and prosper in that for which I sent it. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
The Gospel lesson 
 
Mark 8:31-38 
Jesus began to teach his disciples that the Son of Man must undergo great 
suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and 
be killed, and after three days rise again. He said all this quite openly. And 
Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and looking at his 
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disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are 
setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 
He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to 
become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and 
follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who 
lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. For what 
will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what 
can they give in return for their life? Those who are ashamed of me and of my 
words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will 
also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy 
angels.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord – Praise be to you Lord Christ. 
 
 
The Apostles' Creed 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth; 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Hymn 691 (Tune: Olivet) 
 
1 My faith looks up to thee, 
thou Lamb of Calvary, 
Savior divine! 
Now hear me while I pray, 
take all my guilt away; 
O let me from this day 
be wholly thine. 
 
2 May thy rich grace impart 
strength to my fainting heart, 
my zeal inspire; 
as thou hast died for me, 
O may my love to thee 
pure, warm and changeless be, 
a living fire. 
 
3 While life’s dark maze I tread, 
and griefs around me spread, 
be thou my guide; 
bid darkness turn to day; 
wipe sorrow’s tears away, 
nor let me ever stray 
from thee aside. 
 
 
The prayers: 

 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Let us pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy Name, 
     thy kingdom come, 
     thy will be done, 
         on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 



 

MP Lent 1 2021 9 

And forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those 
         who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
     and the power, and the glory, 
     for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
V.    Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
R.    And grant us your salvation. 
 

V.    Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
R.    Let your people sing with joy.  
 

V.    Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R.    For only in you can we live in safety.  
 
 

V.    Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
R.    And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
 
 

V.    Let your way be known upon earth; 
R.    Your saving health among all nations. 
 

V.    Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
R.    Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
 

V.    Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R.    And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.  
 
The Collect for the second Sunday in Lent 
 
O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gracious to all who 
have gone astray from your ways, and bring them again with penitent 
hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable 
truth of your Word, Jesus Christ your Son; who with you and the Holy 
Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The collect for Ash Wednesday  (traditionally said every day in Lent) 
 
Almighty and everlasting God, you hate nothing you have made and forgive 
the sins of all who are penitent: Create and make in us new and contrite 
hearts, that we, worthily lamenting our sins and acknowledging our 
wretchedness, may obtain of you, the God of all mercy, perfect remission 
and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Collect for Grace 
 
Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father, you have brought us in safety to 
this new day: Preserve us with your mighty power, that we may not fall into 
sin, nor be overcome by adversity; and in all we do, direct us to the fulfilling 
of your purpose; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Collect for the Church 
 
Almighty and everlasting God, from whom cometh every good and perfect 
gift: Send down upon our bishops, and other clergy, and upon the 
congregations committed to their charge, the healthful Spirit of thy grace; 
and, that they may truly please thee, pour upon them the continual dew of thy 
blessing.  Grant this, O Lord, for the honor of our Advocate and Mediator, 
Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 
A prayer for our nation and its leaders 
 
O Lord our Governor, whose glory is in all the world: We commend this 
nation to your merciful care, that, being guided by your Providence, we may 
dwell secure in your peace. Grant to the President of the United States, the 
Governor of this State, and to all in authority, wisdom and strength to know 
and to do your will. Fill them with the love of truth and righteousness,  and 
make them ever mindful of their calling to serve this people in your fear; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, world without end. Amen. 
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Prayer for mission 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on the hard wood of 
the cross that everyone might come within the reach of your saving embrace: 
So clothe us in your Spirit that we, reaching forth our hands in love, may 
bring those who do not know you to the knowledge and love of you; for 
the honor of your Name. Amen. 
 
A prayer of St. Augustine 
 
Lord, you are the light of the minds who know you,  
the life of the souls who love you,  
and the strength of the souls who serve you.  
Help us to know you that we may truly love you,  
so to love you that we may fully serve You,  
whose service is perfect freedom.  
Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
The General Thanksgiving 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up ourselves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and 
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. 
Amen.    2 Corinthians 13:14 
 
Let us bless the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Hymn 707 (Tune: Hollingside) 
 
1 Take my life, and let it be 
consecrated, Lord, to thee; 
take my moments and my days, 
let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
Take my hands, and let them move 
at the impulse of thy love; 
take my heart, it is thine own; 
it shall be thy royal throne. 
 
2 Take my voice, and let me sing 
always, only, for my King; 
Take my intellect, and use 
every power as thou shalt choose. 
Take my will and make it thine; 
it shall be no longer mine. 
Take myself, and I will be 
ever, only, all for thee. 
 
The service ends here for those participating in Facebook Live 
 
The thanksgivings and petitions of the Zion community follow: 
Please contribute your prayers and thanksgivings so that we may share them 
together. 
 
Parish prayer list: 

We pray for all who grieve, especially for the family and friends of Carl Johnson 
of Manchester Maintenance, for Nancy Whelan and her husband Chris Whelan on 
the passing of Chris's mother Mary Whelan and for Alexandra & Renier van Breen 
for the sudden passing of Alex's father. 
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We pray for those who have lost family and friends to Covid-19, and we pray for 
healing for those currently ill with the virus. We remember the over 500,000 who 
have died in this country and all who have died worldwide. We give thanks for the 
vaccines and pray that they may be available to all very soon.  

We pray for our country. 

We pray for healing for Ian Mackenzie, Ray Hastings, Michael Hastings, Christine 
Murphy, the brother of Ray Nevin, Sue Bamford, Lena Pless, Phoebe, Ryan, 
Thomas, Mary Lou, Jessie Forrest, Katie Brooks, Gerald Avery, Chris Powers, 
Karl Soderberg, Kevin Beattie, Julie, Carolyn, Bob, Diane, Nancy McCafferty and 
her family, Cynthia and Barry, Polly, Brenda, Eleanor, Pam, Ben Nawrath, 
Andrew, Mary Pat Mulholland, Lolita Houser and all who need healing in mind, 
body, or spirit.  

Birthdays: Phyllis Dickie, Barbara Powers, Molly Nawrath, Ramsay Gourd, Tom 
Murphy, Jane Uva, Dan Kelleher, Melissa Loughlin, Lara Loughlin, Eleanor Bell, 
James Moore, Slater Latour, John Irving 

Anniversaries: Leslie & Michael Moran (belated) 
(If you know of any birthdays or anniversaries that we have missed, please email office@zionchurchmanchester.org 
with the update.) 
Anglican Cycle of Prayer: Iglesia Anglicana de la Region Central de America 
Diocesan Cycle of Prayer: Cathedral Church of St. Paul, Burlington 
 
A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 
 
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one 
accord to make our common supplication to you; and you 
have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two 
or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the 
midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions 
as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of 
your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 
 
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in 
believing through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
Romans 15:13 
 
The Blessing 
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Announcements –  
 
 
-  A message from Katie Brooks. 
Hello Old friends and Father Ian, 
I wanted to express my thanks that you all have been praying  for me. Your prayers 
were heard by God and by me. I have been dispatched from the cancer doc to live 
my life cancer -free as of last month.  My move to Colorado has given me so much 
joy. I so enjoyed your-under-the-the-tent summer services . I will miss you all. 
Thanks for your prayers. With faith ,  God Bless (Katie Brooks) 
 
-  A message from the Bamfords 
Sue	and	Joe	Bamford	are	looking	for	a	full	time,	live-in	person	to	help	them	with	everyday	
living	activities.	If	any	members	of	the	parish	know	of	such	a	person,	please	call	the	
Bamfords	at	362	-	2144	or	Email	at	joebamford05251@gmail.com	or	
contact	the	church	office.	
 
- Lent prayer booklets, Family Lenten Boxes and Forward Day by Day (Feb-
April) booklets for daily prayer/study are now available at the pick-up table. (Zion’s 
pick-up table is located in the breezeway, nearest the horse statue. Easiest access is from the second back 
parking area, double doors are unlocked, but might need a good tug!) 
 
- Girl Scout Cookies are on sale now!   
Chloe Devlin-Scherer and her Troop are selling Girl Scout cookies now.   
Cookie pop-up booths will be at the Zion parking lot this weekend… contact Molly 
Nawrath by email molly.nawrath@gmail.com or by phone at  802-379-5310. (Please 
leave a message, as Molly’s job is answering the phone all day, but she will get back to you.) 
 
- Zion Fellowship Circle: Ongoing Stephen Ministers make phone calls to 
parishioners to check in and have a conversation as a way of staying connected. If 
you have not received a phone call and would like to: please contact the office at 
office@zionchurchmanchester.org or 802-362-1987 and leave a message with your 
name and phone number.  
 
- Zion Women’s Group: Every other Saturday morning from 8:30-9:30 a.m.—the 
next meeting is Saturday, March 6th. Virtual fellowship led by Stephen Minister 
Donna Ciulla via Zoom. Please join us! Go to website: 
www.zionchurchmanchester.org for the Zoom link and passcode.  
 
- Zion Men’s Group: Every other Saturday morning from 8:30-9:30 a.m. –next 
meeting is Saturday, March 13th. Virtual fellowship led by Stephen Minister Phil 
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Ciulla via Zoom. Please join us! Go to the website www.zionchurchmanchestr.org 
for the Zoom link and passcode.  
 
- We thank all those who have returned their Estimate of Giving form. If you 
have not yet done so, forms may be found on the e-mail with Zoom links for this 
service and also on the website: www.zionchurchmanchester.org  
 
- We thank all of you who have contributed to the mission and ministry of Zion 
Church through the offering of their time, talent, and treasure. Your continued 
monetary donations continue to help Zion fulfill our mission To Know Christ’s 
Love and to Share It.  
Checks may be mailed to: 
Zion Episcopal Church 
PO Box 717 
Manchester Center, VT 05255.  
Or donate on the Zion website: www.zionchurchmanchester.org  


